AUSTRALIAN TAXATION OFFICE TO DATA
MATCH VISA HOLDERS, INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS AND MIGRATION AGENTS
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The Australian Taxation Office will conduct a data matching program of visa holders, international students who work in
Australia and migration agents who help people migrate to Australia.
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Personal records for the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2020 of over 20 million visa holders who have lived in Australia
will be obtained from the Department of Immigration and Border Protection over the next three years and electronically
matched with ATO data to check if they have complied with their tax and superannuation obligations.
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The program will also be used to identify non compliance with Australia’s foreign investment rules.
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Information to be collated includes the address and contact history (over 10 years) of visa applicants and their sponsors,
all visa grants, all international travel movements (both arrivals and departures) and details of their education provider
if they are on a student visa.
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HWL Ebsworth Lawyers has a team of highly experienced tax and immigration lawyers who can advise you or your clients
on the ATO’s data matching and audit of international clients, and assist you in dealing with any enquiry from the ATO,
the Foreign Investment Review Board and other government agencies. We are fluent in Mandarin and a number of
foreign languages. If you would like to discuss how the ATO’s data matching program may affect you, please contact one
of our team members.
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We welcome you to contact any one of our team with your questions or for further information:
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ABOUT HWL EBSWORTH LAWYERS
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HWL Ebsworth is a full service commercial law firm providing expert legal services at competitive rates, focusing on
client outcomes. Through our combination of legal specialists and industry experience, HWL Ebsworth has established
areputation as a legal service provider of choice for organisations across Australia and internationally. HWL Ebsworth is
currently ranked as the largest legal partnership in Australia according to the most recent partnership surveys published
by The Australian and the Australian Financial Review and comprises 1,077 staff across offices in Adelaide, Brisbane,
Canberra, Darwin, Hobart, Melbourne, Norwest (North West Sydney), Perth and Sydney.
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